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Individual liberty is a basic value. The founders also recognized the benefits of promoting the
common good.

The word equality was not written into the Constitution. However, in 1868, the

Amendment ensured that all citizens were guaranteed equal
protection of the laws.

Under American democracy, the majority rules. However, our laws protect minorities.

Through , people with different interests and goals can come
together to agree on common goals.
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1II. Citizenship in America

A.

Some of our founders believed that people would put the community’s interests above their

own. believed that people acted out of self-interest more often than
they acted in the common good.

Today, these views still exist. At times, people seem to be more concerned with their own welfare
than that of the common good. At other times, such as in times of war, people seem very willing
to help one another.

Americans are not well informed about political matters. In a democracy,

for different ideas and respect for the rights of others help things
run smoothly.

Some people are concerned about citizens’ lack of interest in political matters. They fear that if
we do not take part, we will lose our freedoms.
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CHAPTER 1, SECTION 1
Outlining Activity

Review the section material. Pay attention to the main topics. As you look over the
section, fill in the missing words in the following outline.
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1. What Is Politics?
A. Politics is how members of a society determine who gains or loses power and resources.

B. A government exercises authority over a group of people. The people recognize the

government’s authority as , or “right.”
C. States have three characteristics: , territory, and a population.
D. provides the rules and institutions that shape how politics operates.

E. Different types of economies influenced by politics include the capitalist economy, the socialist
economy, and social democracy.

1I. Varieties of Political Systems
A. The two basic types of political systems are authoritarian and

B. Undera(n) government, people might be told what jobs they can
hold and how many children they can have.




image3.png
C. would do away with all government and laws.
D. Democratic governments follow the principle of popular sovereignty.
III. The Role of the People

A. Ina(n) system, the people have obligations to the state but no rights
or privileges.

B. Democratic theory says that power comes from the

C. People want citizenship because it gives them certain rights.
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CHAPTER 1, SECTION 2
Outlining Activity

Review the section material. Pay attention to the main topics. As you look over the
section, fill in the missing words in the following outline.

1. Origins of Democracy in America
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A. From about 500 to 300 B.c., democracy was successful in . However,
it was limited.

B. During the Middle Ages, monarchs ruled most of . Ordinary people
had no rights.

C. Things changed during the Protestant Reformation. The Catholic Church lost some of its
political power. People began to have new ideas about the world.

I

During the , people began to believe that they could learn the secrets

of nature and control more of the world. Thomas Hobbes and were
important thinkers during this time.

II. Characteristics of American Democracy

A. American democracy is based on the idea of . Our founders
preferred a republic in which voters chose representatives who acted on their behalf.

B. Key to American democracy is the principle of limited government. The U.S. Constitution limits

the kinds of Congress can pass and the actions presidents can take.




