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C. Some of the new media allow people to get quick reports of events as they occur. Others allow
citizens to interact. Bloggers can hold the mainstream media accountable for incomplete and
inaccurate reports.

D. is a movement in the media to bring citizens”
concerns and solutions into reporting.




image7.png
CHAPTER 20, SECTION 3

Outlining Activity

Review the section material. Pay attention to the main topics. As you look over the
section, fill in the missing words in the following outline.

1. What Influences Our Opinions about Politics?

A. Passing political values from one generation to the next is called

B. Children become attached to the political community very early. This attachment is called

C. In'school, children learn about being good citizens.

D. People learn from their groups. These groups are people of the same
age, grade, or status.

E. Political and social events and the media can affect public opinion.
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F. Several factors divide people. These factors include self-interest, education, age, gender, marital
status, race and ethnicity, religion, and region.
1L Measuring and Tracking Public Opinion
A. Public opinion polls are scientific efforts to measure public opinion. Polls tend to focus on
news.

B. Politicians learn what supporters think from letters, phone calls, and e-mails. They also visit
people and talk with community leaders. They get a sense of what matters to people.

C. Pollsters survey a(n) in order to estimate what
everyone else thinks. Every member of the population has a chance of being selected.
Representation is in proportion.

D. Asample of only thousand people can represent all three hundred
million residents of our country.

E. Asking the right survey questions is tricky. The questions must be about things the respondents
have considered. The questions must be clear. The words used must not be loaded with special
meaning.
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F. There are several types of polls. National polls measure opinion in the entire country.
Campaign polls survey how people feel about a or an opponent.
survey voters immediately after they have voted. Pseudo-polls do
not represent the people as a whole. Push polls present false information and ask people to react.

G. There is no measure to judge accuracy for many polls. However,
poll accuracy is generally good.
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CHAPTER 20, SECTION 1
Outlining Activity

Review the section material. Pay attention to the main topics. As you look over the
section, fill in the missing words in the following out

1. Where Do We Get Our News?

A. Mass media use the printed word or to send
information to citizens.

B. Newspapers used to be the chief means of getting the news. That has changed. Only
percent of people read a daily newspaper.

C. Weekly newsmagazines offer more detailed coverage of stories. Some appeal to certain political
groups.

D. Almost all American households have a radio. More than

stations offer news and other programs.
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E. Television has helped shape public opinion about many issues. Americans watch television

for about hours a day. Cable channels seck certain
audiences. Many TV shows make politics their main subject.

F. Major newspapers and many magazines and journals have Web sites. Many Internet users read

blogs often. allow people to share information and debate issues.
G. Americans are growing indifferent to the news. Interest varies by

L. Who Owns the Media, and How Does That Affect Our News?

A. During colonial times, printers needed approval. They avoided
issues that divided people.
B. The Amendment protected freedom of the press. However, printers

depended on funds from politicians or parties.

C. During the 1820s and 18305, more people began to read newspapers. The number of
‘grew. Papers became less dependent on political parties and leaders.

D. In the Associated Press was formed. Papers became big business.
S0on powerful publishers controlled the papers’ views.

E. The media are still big business. Major newspapers, magazines, and TV networks are owned by a

few . There are few varied voices.
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One alternative news source is public radio and television. However, they must raise money
from donors. These donations may affect news content.

‘The government sees the airwaves as a scarce resource. It tries to
ensure that many viewpoints are presented.

The ‘Commission made rules for broadcasting. The
rules were meant to ensure fairness.

1IL Who Are the Journalists?

A. As gatekeepers, some journalists decide what news gets covered.
distribute the news. Some journalists investigate, analyze, and interpret issues. Some journalists
help set the agenda. They cover issues that people want to discuss.

B. About of journalists are male. More than 85 percent are white and
non-Hispanic.

C. Politically, journalists are more than the average American and are
morelikely to be Democrats.

D. laws protect reporters from having to reveal their sources.

E. Fora political reporter, is the place to be. Reporters are often
assigned to a specific beat, such as Congress.

F. Aln) is a professional observer and maker of comments on politics.

Some have power. What they say can destroy a politician’s career.
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CHAPTER 20, SECTION 2

Outlining Activity

Review the section material. Pay attention to the main topics. As you look over the
section, fill in the missing words in the following outline.

1. How the Media Affect Politics

A Events covered in the media are given importance. refers to the way
issues are presented. It can affect how people feel about the issues. Certain media personalities
may persuade people to see their point of view.

B. Sometimes the media present complex issues as contests between individuals. This is called

C. Television tends to focus on . This focus leads viewers to value
surface things.
D. Too often, reporters look for rather than more meaningful events.

Many prove to be untrue or unimportant.
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E. Journalists show increasing , or distrust of human nature and
motives.

-

Some journalists argue that public officials are focused on their own images. Staff members
try to cast the news about a politician in a positive light. This practice is called putting a(n)

on the news.

G. Political staffs may limit access to the politician and control information. They may use

. These are confidential information given to the press.

H. Political accountability is the idea that leaders must answer to the
for their actions.

I Using the media, politicians can take their messages directly to the people. They no longer
depend on their parties.

). The public can become confused as to who is really responsible.
1L The Media and the Public Interest
A. The media exist to give to the public.

B. New high-tech media now compete with traditional media. These new media include cable,

and the Internet.





