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C. The founders decided that one president could serve an unlimited number of four-year terms.

The president would be chosen by the . In this system,
citizens would vote for a group of electors from each state. The electors would vote for the
candidates. The Constitution also lists the president’s qualifications and powers.

I

The founders chose a system in which the leader is chosen
separately from the legislature. An alternative is the parliamentary system.

E. Ina parliamentary system, the executive, or prime minister, is a member of the

and is chosen by its members. Most citizens do not vote for the
national leader.

F. Itis easier for a prime minister to get the legislature to pass programs. However, the legislature
can force the prime minister out of office.

IIL. The Judicial Branch

A. Thejudicial branch of government the laws and judges whether
laws have been broken.
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The founders believed the judicial branch was the least likely to annoy or injure citizens.

Justices of the Supreme Court can keep their jobs for life, as long as they maintain

. They do not have to gain approval of others. They can focus on
doing what is just.

The process of allows the Supreme Court to declare
an act of Congress or of the executive branch unconstitutional. This means that the act does
not follow constitutional principles. Judicial review can help keep the people, as authors of the
Constitution, above the government.

The is the only court created by the Constitution. Congress is given
the power to create lower courts.

If the legislature is supreme, its laws are not challenged. The court cannot strike them down.
Our Supreme Court has the power to challenge the legislature but rarely does so.




image8.png
Name:

CHAPTER 3, SECTION 3
Outlining Activity
Review the section material. Pay attention to the main topics. As you look over the
section, fill in the missing words in the following outline.
L. Republican Remedies

A. The founders used separation of powers and checks and balances to be sure government
controlled itself. This protected the rights of the people.
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B. Separation of powers means that the legislative, executive, and judicial powers are not given
to the same people. The principle of checks and balances allows one branch of government
to police the others. The president, for example, can reject an act of Congress using the

II. What Does the Constitution Say?
Checks and balances are provided for within the first three articles:
A. Article I of the Constitution sets up a bicameral legislature and gives the president the veto.

B. Article II gives the president the power to recommend and carry out laws. He or she is

also named of the armed forces. However, only

can declare war.

C. Article III creates the
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IIL. Possible Alternatives: Fusion of Powers?

A. A(n) system involves fusion of powers. The branches
of government are not separate. No checks and balances limit the use of power.
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CHAPTER 3, SECTION 4
Outlining Activity
Review the section material. Pay attention to the main topics. As you look over the
section, fill in the missing words in the following outline.
L. Formal Amendments

A. The Constitution can be changed only by formal amendment. Although many changes have

been suggested over the years, only have become amendments.
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B. Some amendments have been passed to protect civil liberties and rights. Some have been passed
to change rules affecting political matters.

II. What Does the Constitution Say?

A. Anamendment can be proposed by of the House and the Senate. It
can also be proposed at a constitutional convention that has been requested by two-thirds of the
states.

B. Amendments must be approved either by the legislatures of of the

states or by conventions of three-fourths of the states.
IIL Interpreting the Constitution
A. Congress can pass laws that add details to the wording of the Constitution.

B. Actions of the president may also affect the way we interpret the Constitution. For
example, to reach agreements with other countries, the president may use the process of

. The approval of the Senate is not required. This
process is not described in the Constitution.
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C. The Court can interpret the Constitution in a new way.

D. Both houses of Congress are divided into groups by party. These
parties have much influence on how government is run. Custom has also affected how things
are done.
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CHAPTER 3, SECTION 1
Outlining Activity
Review the section material. Pay attention to the main topics. As you look over the
section, fill in the missing words in the following outline.
L. An Overview of the Constitution

A. The U.S. Constitution is an outline of government. It contains the basic principles that guide
our government.
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B.

The Constitution begins with the Preamble. It is followed by articles
and twenty-seven amendments.

1I. Five Basic Principles

A.

B.

i

Our government is limited. It cannot take away certain rights. Our leaders are not above the law.

The are the source of all political power. This is called popular
sovereignty.

The national and state governments share authority. This political system is called

The three branches of government have separate powers. Those three branches are

the president, and the judiciary.

allow each branch to have a little control over each of

the other branches.
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CHAPTER 3, SECTION 2
Outlining Activity
Review the section material. Pay attention to the main topics. As you look over the
section, fill in the missing words in the following outline.
I. The Legislative Branch

A. The legislature is the branch that makes the laws. It is a

, which means it has two houses.
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In a republic, the citizens assign the tasks of governing to a smaller group of people.

argued in favor of a republic in The Federalist No. 10.
Article I of the Constitution describes the legislative branch.

Congress can do anything “necessary and proper” to carry out its duties. Article I, Section

of the Constitution gives it broad powers.

In the House, representation is based on population. House terms last for

. Senate terms last for

A(n) legislature consists of only one house.

. With a unicameral legislature, lawmaking is faster and more efficient, and laws are more likely

to reflect public opinion.

It is difficult for a(n) legislature to represent more than one set of
interests or the different levels of the federal government. Two legislative houses are more likely
to keep watch over each other. Quick changes in the law might not be an advantage. There
might be a confusing mixture of too many laws.
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II. The Executive Branch

A. The executive branch executes, or carries out, the laws. In the United States, the

is the head of the executive branch.

B. The founders were afraid they might accidentally create a system that would lead to

. They were divided in their opinions about whether the executive
should be more than one person, how long that person would serve, and how the person would
be elected.




